
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/840,548 


04/23/2001 


Doug Rollins 


MTIPAT.191 A 


3928 



20995 7590 01/10/2007 

KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP 
2040 MAIN STREET 
FOURTEENTH FLOOR 
IRVINE, CA 92614 



EXAMINER 



BURLESON, MICHAEL L 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2625 



SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD OF RESPONSE 



NOTIFICATION DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



3 MONTHS 01/10/2007 ELECTRONIC 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire 6 MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

Notice of this Office communication was sent electronically on the above-indicated "Notification Date 1 ' and 
has a shortened statutory period for reply of 3 MONTHS from 01/10/2007. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
following e-mail address(es): 

jcartee@kmob.com 
eOAPilot@kmob.com 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 



OfficQ Action Summarv 


Application No. 

09/840,548 


Applicant(s) 

ROLLINS, DOUG 


Examiner 

Michael Burleson 


Art Unit 

2625 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11 September 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1-9.11.13-16 and 21-28 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see pages 7-1 1 f filed 09/1 1/2006, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-9,11,13-16 and 21-28 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of McHale US 5668857. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 25 states "a program storage device 
storing instructions that when executed by a computer" should be changed to - a 
computer readable medium storing computer readable instructions that when executed 
by a computer - (page 53 of Interim Guidelines). 

Claims 1-9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims are directed to a seemingly 
patentable process ("method") but seek patent protection for an abstract idea of 
computer-executable instructions as evident by claims 25-28. The claims describe 
functional descriptive material per se and have no practical application. Further, the 
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method claim is "configured to" cause a processor to perform certain steps, which does 
not necessarily execute its intended functionality. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-9,11,13-16 and 21-28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by McHale US 5668857. 

3. Regarding claim 1 , McHale teaches a method of communicating a message via a 
computer network (column 3,lines 12-18). McHale teaches of transmitting a message 
from a first server to a second server wherein the second server comprises a plurality of 
outgoing dial-up modems and wherein the outgoing dial-up modems are configured to 
fax the message to recipients via a public switched telephone network (column 3,lines 
54-61, column 4,lines 26-36 and column 10,lines 23-25). McHale teaches determining 
availability of the outgoing dial-up modems at the second server (column 10,lines 1 1-21 
and 26-32). McHale teaches if none of the outgoing dial-up modems are available, 
applying a wait time wherein the wait time is based at least in part on the utilization of 
the outgoing dial-up modems (column 10,lines 26-32). McHale teaches determining 
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whether at least one of the outgoing dial-up modems is available after the wait time 
(column 10, lines 26-32). 

4. Regarding claim 2, McHale teaches storing the message at the second server 
(column 10,lines 6-10). 

5. Regarding claim 3, McHale teaches reserving an available outgoing dial-up 
modem for transmitting the message to the recipient (column 10,lines 22-32). 

6. Regarding claim 4, McHale teaches determining availability of the outgoing dial- 
up modems comprises identifying an active or an inactive state of the outgoing dial-up 
modems (column 110,lines 22-32). 

7. Regarding claim 5, McHale teaches determining availability of the outgoing dial- 
up modems is performed periodically at predetermined times or at start-up of the 
second server or after one of the outgoing dial-up modems is removed or another of the 
outgoing dial-up modems is added (column 1 1 .lines 4-20). 

8. Regarding claim 6, McHale teaches saving the active or inactive state of the 
outgoing dial-up modem in a memory (column 8,lines 48-52). 

9. Regarding claim 7, McHale teaches queuing the message for sending at a later 
time if there is no outgoing dial-up modem available for immediate sending (column 
10,lines 26-37). 

10. Regarding claim 8, McHale teaches the wait time is based upon at least one 
characteristic of the load upon the outgoing dial-up modems (column 11, lines 4-21). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 9, McHale teaches sending a transmittal report to a transceiver 
having originated the message (column 10,lines 22-25). 
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12. Regarding claim 1 1 , McHale teaches receiving the message, wherein receiving 
the message includes handling the message according to the T.37 standard (column 
3,lines 45-61). 

1 3. Regarding claim 1 3, the steps of method claim 1 performs all of the means of 
system claim 13. Thus claim 13 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1 . 

14. Regarding claim 14, the steps of method claim 2 performs all of the means of 
system claim 14. Thus claim 14 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 2. 

1 5. Regarding claim 1 5, the steps of method claim 3 performs all of the means of 
system claim 15. Thus claim 15 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 3. 

16. Regarding claim 16, the steps of method claim 7 performs all of the means of 
system claim 16. Thus claim 16 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 7. 

17. Regarding claim 21 , McHale teaches a method of communicating a fax message 
via a computer network (column 3,lines 12-18). McHale teaches of transmitting a 
message from a first transceiver to a first server via a public switched telephone 
network (column 4,lines 32-36). McHale teaches forwarding the message by the first 
server, via a computer network to a second server wherein the second server 
comprises a plurality of outgoing dial-up modems and wherein the outgoing dial-up 
modems are configured to fax the message to recipients via a public switched 
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telephone network (column 3,lines 54-61, column 4,lines 26-36 and column 10,lines 23- 
25). McHale teaches receiving and storing the message at the second server (column 
10,lines 6-10). McHale teaches determining availability of the outgoing dial-up modems 
at the second server (column 10,lines 11-21 and 26-32). McHale teaches if none of the 
outgoing dial-up modems are available, applying a wait time wherein the wait time is 
based at least in part on a number of the dial-up modems and based at least in part on 
a number of subscribers associated with the second server (column 10,lines 26-32 and 
lines 37-45). McHale teaches determining availability of each of the outgoing dial-up 
modems after the wait time (column 10, lines 26-32). McHale teaches if one of the 
outgoing dial-up modems is available after the wait time, sending the message via an 
available one of the outgoing dial-up modems and the public switched telephone 
network to a second transceiver, wherein the second transceiver is physically located in 
the same local-toll area of a public telephone network as the second server (column 
10,lines 28-37). 

18. Regarding claim 22, McHale teaches receiving and storing includes processing 
the message according to a store-and-forward protocol (column 10,lines 3-21). 

1 9. Regarding claim 23, McHale teaches reserving the available outgoing dial-up 
modem for sending the message (column 10,lines 22-32). 

20. Regarding claim 24, McHale teaches queuing the transmission of the message, 
wherein queuing transmission of the message includes the wait time that is based upon 
at least one characteristic of the load upon the outgoing dial-up modems (column 

1 0.lines 26-37 and column 1 1 .lines 4-21 ). 
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21 . Regarding claim 25, McHale teaches a program storage device storing 
instructions that when executed by a computer performs a method of communicating a 
message via a computer network (column 3,lines 12-18, lines 32-35 and lines 54-61). 
McHale teaches of instructions configured to forward a message from a first server to a 
second server wherein the second server comprises a plurality of outgoing dial-up 
modems and wherein the outgoing dial-up modems are configured to fax the message 
to recipients via a public switched telephone network (column 3,lines 54-61, column 
4,lines 26-36 and column 10,lines 23-25). McHale teaches instructions configured to 
determine availability of the outgoing dial-up modems at the second server (column 
10,lines 1 1-21 and 26-32). McHale teaches if none of the outgoing dial-up modems are 
available, applying a wait time wherein the wait time is based at least in part on the 
utilization of the outgoing dial-up modems (column 10,lines 26-32). McHale teaches 
instructions configured to determine whether at least one of the outgoing dial-up 
modems is available after the wait time (column 10, lines 26-32). 

22. Regarding claim 26, McHale teaches instructions configured to receive and store 
the message, wherein receiving and storing the message includes processing the 
message according to a store-and-forward protocol (column 10,lines 3-21). 

23. Regarding claim 27, McHale teaches instructions configured to reserve an 
available outgoing dial-up modem for transmitting the message to the recipient (column 
10,lines 22-32). 

24. Regarding claim 28, McHale teaches instructions configured to queue the 
message, wherein queuing the message comprises waiting for a predetermined period 
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of time that is based upon at least one characteristic of the load upon the outgoing dial- 
up modems (column 10, lines 26-37 and column 11 .lines 4-21). 



1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Michael 
Burleson whose telephone number is (571) 272-7460 and fax number is (571) 273- 
7460. The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. - 
4:30p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David Moore can be reached at (571) 272-7437. 



Conclusion 
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Patent Examiner 
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